
Ewing Schools Community COVID-19 Update: Friday May 8th, 2020      11:00AM 

Ewing High School Issues Overview 

Dear Ewing School Community, 

Most importantly, I hope today finds you and your family well.  Please continue to follow the directives 
of our governmental leaders and medical experts as we navigate this public health crisis. 

As you know, Governor Murphy has closed New Jersey schools for the remainder of the school year.  
Although we certainly understand and respect this course of action, it is, of course, very sad and 
disappointing to us.  We miss our students tremendously and it breaks our hearts to know that they will 
not be returning to our schools where they belong.  We are particularly crestfallen for our Ewing High 
School seniors, as this time of year is typically filled with so many milestone events and activities that 
are such an important part of this traditional rite of passage. 

Although the closure of school is certainly justifiable and appropriate, it is also acceptable to 
acknowledge that it is unfortunate and distressing. We can allow ourselves to be sad about these 
developments; this is not normal and not how things were supposed to be.  But one of the most 
important goals of education is to foster resiliency and perseverance.  We will work our way through 
these challenges together as a school community. 

I wanted to reach out to you today to provide an update on key Ewing High School issues.  An overview 
for our other schools will follow in future weeks. 

High School Graduation 

Considering the governor’s closure of schools, the current restrictions on public gatherings, and the 
status of the pandemic, it is becoming increasingly evident that we will not be able to have our 
traditional Ewing High School commencement ceremony at the Cure Insurance Arena. We have vetted 
many different options and alternatives, and we are focusing in on the following plan:   

The district is partnering with Perlow Productions to create a video commencement ceremony that will 
be released on our communication portals on June 18th at 7:00PM.  This video will feature the 
components of a traditional graduation, with speakers, music and an announced “procession” of 
pictures of our graduates.   However, we know it is important for families to see their child walk in 
formal regalia and be presented their diploma.  On or about May 26th, we will begin scheduling any 
interested graduating student to come to Ewing High School with no more than four family members 
and participate in a graduation procession/ceremony.  The student will wear a cap and gown, hear their 
name announced, walk to a decorated platform, receive a Ewing High School diploma case, and gather 
with their family for a photo.  That photo will then be featured in our district video.  This process will 
take place over a couple of weeks and we must be in compliance with mandated social distancing 
regulations. Saturday sessions will be offered. More specific and detailed information will be shared with 
Ewing High School seniors over the next couple weeks. 



May BOE Ewing High School Student Recognition 

It has been a tradition at the May Board meeting for the Ewing High School administration to recognize 
student achievement at the school.  Principal Chmiel will be joining the live-streamed BOE meeting on 
Monday, May 18th to share a presentation.  All community members are invited.  Viewing/Participation 
details will be shared next week. 

National Honor Society Inductions/Senior Athletic Awards/Senior Scholarships/Awards 

Disappointingly, we are missing out on some great nights when we honor our students, including our 
annual Senior Awards Night, when thousands of dollars of scholarships are presented to Ewing High 
School students.  We are creating videos for each of the above events that will available on our 
communication portals. 

Prom 

Sadly, as a result of the pandemic and current restrictions, the Ewing High School Prom has been 
cancelled.  

Spring Sports 

Unfortunately, spring sports have been cancelled at Ewing High School and Fisher Middle School. Our 
hearts go out to our student-athletes who work so hard to prepare for the season.  The district released 
a video tribute to our senior spring athletes that is available on our website, YouTube Channel and 
Twitter feed. 

Academic Grading and Assessment 

There will be no final exams this year at Ewing High School and Fisher Middle School.  The second 
semester final grade for Ewing High School will be an average of the third and fourth marking period, 
each with a 50% weight.   

We are adjusting our virtual learning format at Ewing High School and all our schools beginning Friday, 
May 15th. Each Friday will be a day for students to “catch-up” on missing assignments. Teachers will not 
present new content or assign homework, but will remain available 9:00AM – 1:30PM to answer student 
questions, review concepts, and assist students with completion of missing work. We are encouraging all 
students to access the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons posted on the district website as a way to 
end the instructional week in a positive manner.  

Our Virtual Learning Program will continue daily each day with the exception of Monday, May 25th 
(Memorial Day).  The last day of the program and the conclusion of the school year will be Thursday, 
June 18th.  

As always, our staff is available for any questions.  Thank you for your support and understanding and 
stay safe. 



Michael Nitti 
Superintendent 


